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had caused at the time of the destruction of the Imperial
Palace*
Gustave Arosa, through his son-in-law, the banker Adolfo
Calzado, arranged for Paul Gauguin to enter the office of an
Exchange broker of the name of Bcrtin, who had connections
with the Bourse, The offices of Paul Gauguin's now firm were
in the rue Laffitte. With the rapidity with which he attacked
and mastered all problems that interested him, Gauguin soon
became a successful business man. His work with his firm
brought him into close contact with Stock Exchange operations
and he speculated successfully. Within eighteen months he
was earning an income large enough for him to marry on.
This was the more fortunate, for at the beginning of 1873,
while engaged on a hurried luncheon in a restaurant near the
Temple, he fell a victim to love at first sight. Through the
revolving door of the restaurant two young Danish women
came in and sat at an adjoining table* His future wife, Mctte1-
Sophie Gad, was acting as companion to a younger girl She
was tall and had, it has been recorded, "a regular face, a
dazzling complexion, hair light and luminous asS fused metal/'
She was wearing a dark coat of a neat cut. Her head was well
shaped and her ears, though large, were well formed, and her
profile was strong.
Gauguin found no difficulty in discovering a reason for
speaking to her, nor did he require many weeks to persuade her
to marry him* "The originality of her character, as much as
the loyalty of her sentiments/' he wrote to her ward's mother,
"attract to her here the esteem of everyone* I must in conse-
quence consider myself very lucky at her choice* Believe me,
that while taking away from Denmark such a rare pearl, I
shall do everything within my power and even beyond it
not to allow her to miss all those friends whom she will re-
member, inevitably, as belonging to the past/'
The Gad family was typical of the Danish bourgeoisie to
which it belonged. Respectability and security were its
iMette resembles the bucolic English name of Maidy in pronunciation*